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The Perception of Returning War Veterans
“How do you think the perception of the way you evieeated when returning from the war has
affected the way current returning veterans aratied?”

Honor, respect, dignity, heroism. These are thealsentiments that welcome home
today’s returning men and women of the United Statened Forces. Sadly, Vietham War
veterans did not experience this encouraging typeagption. Many who had deserved honor
and respect, received a cold and shameful resgmreehe American public. After discussing
this matter with my father, a U.S. Navy and Vietn@far veteran, | gained much insight from
his shared knowledge and experience. | learnedhbatompilation of political, economic, and
social conditions surrounding both time periodsuefced the disparity of how past and current
veterans are treated.

The declared purpose for the United States’ involet in the Vietham War was to
bring freedom to the oppressed South Viethameieieg. Conflicting political and economic
agendas unfortunately intermixed with this initrati During this time, the United States was
experiencing a strong presence of social unrasgllreus attitudes, an unhealthy drug culture,
and anti-war movements. The American public wrotgfdisplaced their negative sentiments
toward the military, rather than toward particu@vernment leaders who were ultimately
responsible for the catastrophes and mistakes ohailey the war.

Upon returning home, many Vietnam War veterans weveked, ridiculed, and
degraded. This outward hostility was directed talsdhe courageous men and women who had
endangered their lives so that other people caypeérgence freedom. In my opinion, this general
negative perception toward returning military vates was wrong and cannot be justified.

The current war situation in the Middle East seéise paired with a much different

general perception of war veterans. The UnitedeStawilitary involvement in the Middle East
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dramatically increased after the terrorist attacliSeptember 11, 2001. On that somber day,
President Bush earnestly stated in an addrese todiion, “Freedom was attacked this
morning...and freedom will be defended.” MillionsAmericans across the nation felt the
impact of this tragedy on their own soil, and theglized the serious repercussions. A sense of
unity bound people together during this nationaisy and they collectively expressed their
support and care for the military volunteers whd kacrificially entered the war for the sake of
America’s freedom.

Although general attitudes regarding the Warsaiq land Afghanistan have changed over
the years, the American people of today seem ta $tomor to current returning war veterans.
The news media reports true accounts of military mr@d women who demonstrate heroism and
sacrifice. They also reveal the heart-warming stoaf military veterans being welcomed home
by family and friends. Furthermore, improved tel®oounications have enabled the general
public to be more informed regarding all aspectsusfent military engagements. This
development in technology has also helped manylpeemain connected with their loved ones
serving overseas. It seems apparent that theredeaisa positive change in the hearts of many
Americans, as people are trying not to repeat éineesmistakes made when Vietham War
veterans had returned.

Over the years, | remember watching and admirindather as he came across military
veterans. He would go out of his way to engagemversation and personally thank them for
serving our country. As | have been learning mdar@ué organizations conducted by Vietham
War veterans, | can see how they have a vitalinob®ntributing to the positive shift in how
returning military veterans are treated. They haaele intentional efforts to properly welcome

home and provide our military with the essentiakda their transition and recovery. As a result
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of their own negative experiences, Vietham War nagte truly understand the importance of
showing kindness, respect, and continual suppothfise returning from the atrocities
associated with war. They have set the model pestddr how my generation should honor the
United States’ military. Having come to recogniiist| now have a much deeper appreciation

for those in uniform who serve our nation.



